The
Spring-Summer 2015 | No. 15

Voice

T h e ma ga zine of t he Frie nds of Lo ch Lom on d a nd th e Trossachs

The Tom Weir Statue
and Centenary
Celebrations

IDE
ALSO INSUE:
S
THIS IS

Tributes, Nature Watch, Two Lochs Tour, Events, Park News and more

Enjoy a trip to the stunning
village of Luss, situated on
the banks of Loch Lomond,
only 30 minutes from
Glasgow.

EAT, SLEEP, SHOP

Check out our funky wellies and a
whole lot more at Luss General Store.
Then call in and taste our delicious
menu, and why not stay over in one of
our magnificently appointed rooms
at the Loch Lomond Arms Hotel?

lochlomondarmshotel.com

INVERBEG HOLIDAY PARK

5 STAR HOLIDAY PARK ON THE SHORES OF LOCH LOMOND

Book your adventure now at inverbeg.com
2

The Voice - Spring-Summer 2015

Chairman’s Introduction
Welcome to this Spring edition of Voice which
features interesting articles on the Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs National Park and news on recent activities of
the Friends and others working to make the Park a better
place for people and nature.
This edition is tinged with some
sadness as we reflect on the enormous
contribution of three stalwarts of the
Friends who passed away late last
year and in February this year-founder
and President Dr Hannah Stirling MBE
and long standing Council members
Frank Bracewell MBE and Jock ScottPark. Special tributes to them appear
in this edition of Voice. They were all
tireless campaigners for the area and
played major roles in ensuring the
Friends became a strong independent
charity making a real difference
through campaigning, fundraising and
volunteering activities.
It has been a busy winter period in the
National Park with the highlight being
the very successful celebrations on 29th
December to mark the centenary of
countryside legend Tom Weir MBE with
the unveiling of a lifelike bronze statue at
Balmaha Bay. This event was attended
by a bumper crowd with special tributes
from well-known outdoor writers and
broadcasters Cameron McNeish and
Jimmie Macgregor and Scottish minstrel
Alistair McDonald. Special guest of
honour at the event was Tom’s widow,
95 year old Rhona who was thrilled by
the likeness of the statue Tom complete
with his signature woolly toorie hat. A
truly memorable occasion that generated
massive national publicity and has
resulted in a steady flow of visitors to the
site to pay homage to ‘Scotland’s most
popular mountain man.’

We have also been busy, with the
help of the National Park Authority,
clearing more swathes of trees and
shrubs alongside the A82 to open up
more views of Loch Lomond for visitors
to enjoy. We have removed lengthy
stretches of the Loch Lomond ‘tree
tunnel’ between Balloch and Tarbet over
the past 3 years and we earnestly hope
that Transport Scotland will now deal
with the management of this important
tourist route on a more comprehensive
basis, including tackling ongoing issues
of tree and shrub removal and repairs to
the poorly maintained stone walling that
runs parallel to the loch and the A82 for
many miles.
Poor litter management continues to
be a feature of this busy tourist route
which is exacerbated by the lack of litter
bins in laybys. This is in marked contrast
to the busy A9 as it meanders through
the Cairngorms National Park where all
laybys have large litter bins backed up by
regular road verge litter picks. Securing
improvements to the litter situation is an
issue we are continuing to campaign on
with the help of local MSP Jackie Baillie.
The Park Authority launched the ‘Your
Park’ consultation document late last year
which contained far reaching proposals
to tackle the problems of irresponsible
camping on busier lochshores in the
National Park. Recommendations
included the introduction of extended
and new management zones and no

camping byelaws, linked with ambitious
proposals to invest £10 million in new
camping and upgraded car park facilities.
This followed the success of a pilot
scheme on East Loch Lomond where
there has been a marked improvement
in the quality of the visitor experience.
The new proposals have proved to be
controversial and some of the key points
in the Friends generally supportive
submission are highlighted on page 6.
While the 350 consultation responses
are being considered, the National Park
have pressed on with much needed
investment in car park improvements
beside Loch Venachar as part of the Five
Lochs Initiative.
Please enjoy reading this edition of Voice
and make the most of Scotland’s first
National Park. It is a truly special place
as a riot of spring colour bursts into life
before what will hopefully many long
and balmy summer days. Come along
to some of our special events such as
Weirfest in Balmaha on 30th May and our
unique Two Lochs Tour in historic buses
and boats on 9th October (see page 26).
Thank you for continuing to support the
work of the Friends and if you are not
already a member please do consider
joining by completing and returning the
form on page 29.
All the very best.

James Fraser
Chair - Friends of Loch Lomond
and The Trossachs
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Tom Weir Centenary Celebrati
Tom Weir’s legacy as Scotland’s most loved mountain man lives on,
courtesy of the stunning lifesize statue which was unveiled at Balmaha
Bay in a blaze of publicity on the centenary of the climber, naturalist
and broadcaster’s birth – Monday 29th December 2014. His widow,
Rhona, was one of those who took part in the unveiling ceremony,
along with outdoor writers and broadcasters Cameron McNeish and
Jimmie MacGregor. Over 500 people from all over Scotland were
present on the day, and already figures suggest that the statue is set to
be one of the most photographed in Scotland.

Record Numbers

The statue is the culmination of years
of hard work by the Tom Weir Memorial
Group, while the delivery of the project
was co-ordinated by the Friends of Loch
Lomond and The Trossachs. Sculptor Sean
Hedges-Quinn, who has created statues of
many famous personalities, was the man
responsible for skilfully creating the lifelike
statue of Tom. Meanwhile, site contractors
Alexander Fraser Electrical Services Ltd and
Lomond Grass of Balmaha worked a minor
miracle in a tight three week period to
ensure the statue was installed and the site
was ready for the unveiling.
Tom’s iconic toorie hat was in plenty
evidence at the ceremony, with many
spectators raising their own versions of the
famous headgear to mark his centenary
and honour his contribution to Scotland’s
outdoors. Popular Scottish minstrel Alistair
McDonald also performed some of Tom’s
favourite music, including ‘Loch Lomond’
and ‘The Rowan Tree’.
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And since that day, visitors have flocked
to Balmaha in record numbers to see the
statue, which with the changing moods
of the Balmaha Bay backdrop is already a
big favourite with photographers in 2015.
Plans are now in place with the Tom Weir
Memorial Group to raise a further £30,000
towards upgrading the adjacent picnic
area, which will include the installation of
storyboards and seats and the production
of educational materials.
Rhona Weir said: “The level of detail
and likeness to Tom is amazing and I am
pleased the statue has been sited at one of
Tom’s favourite spots on Loch Lomondside
which inspired so much of his writings and
broadcasts on Scotland’s great outdoors.
‘’I earnestly hope Tom’s statue and the
associated picnic area and viewpoint will
be a source of much pleasure to those who
visit Scotland’s first National Park over the
coming years.
At the launch event Rhona also came out
with the humorous comments:
“We had a good marriage – he was never
in’’. And referring to his famous toorie hat
she said: ‘’The hat was always worn, even in
bed, to conserve his energy.”

Enriching Lives
Susan Taylor, Administrator of the Tom
Weir Memorial Group, added: “This special
celebration and statue unveiling follows
several years hard work by a dedicated
group of volunteers who were determined
to mark Tom’s contribution to enriching
lives with his writings and broadcasts on
facets of Scotland’s heritage.
“The fact that we have raised over £70,000
is tribute to the high regard Tom is held

in and we are grateful to the hundreds
of knitters who donated thousands of
Tom’s signature red and white toorie hats,
which has been a great fundraiser and
other members of the public who have
generously donated funds.
“We are also grateful to other funding
partners including the National Park
Authority, Stirling Council, DC Thompson,
STV, The Friends of Loch Lomond and
The Trossachs and a number of clothing
companies, without whose help it would
not have been possible to fund and deliver
the statue and associated works in memory
of Tom.”

Cameron McNeish also paid tribute at the
unveiling, saying: “Tom would have been
100 years old today and it’s interesting that
he was born only a few days after the death
of the great John Muir. The two men were
so similar in many ways; in their passion for
wild land and in their belief that we should
look after and nurture the natural world as
much as we could.
“Just as John Muir is remembered in
his birth town of Dunbar with a statue
in the Main Street so Tom will also be
remembered with a statue on Loch
Lomondside so that future generations will
remember him and what he achieved for
Scotland.”
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I am pleased the
statue has been
sited at one of Tom’s
favourite spots Rhona

Rhona’s Reflections
Just over a hundred years ago a young war-widow in Springburn gave birth
to her last child, a boy, and she named him Thomas. As he grew, the little
boy gazed beyond the soot-stained walls and chimneys of the surrounding
tenements to the silhouette on the horizon, and was told it was the outline of
hills, high places where one could climb and look down upon a lush and lovely
land and the child, who disliked his environment, yearned to go to this utopia.
Not until Tommy had matured into Tom did this aim materialise and he was able,
by that time, to compare the beauty and diversity of Scotland with what was on

Inspirational

offer elsewhere.

And Jimmie MacGregor added: “Tom Weir and I shared a

house available to all in this their own country, he wrote and spoke of it with

Springburn working class background and an intense interest in the

such infectious enthusiasm that many were inspired to adopt his way of life.

natural world, but I knew him initially only through his articles in the

Thus ‘Tom Weir’ became a household name, and I have to thank hitherto

Scots magazine. Later I came to appreciate his inspirational and
educational influence through his wonderful television programmes.

Eager to share his knowledge so that others, too, might learn of the treasure-

unknown Susan Taylor and her team for ensuring that it would be recognised in
perpetuity by the provision of a statue in his image.
Hundreds of donations, in addition to contributions from the sale of red woolly

“After the first of his regular appearances in Macgregor’s Gathering

toories, similar to Tom’s usual head gear and various grants covered the cost of

on Radio Scotland it was obvious that no script was required,

the sculptor’s work, but the next question was: “Where will most outdoor folk

such were his natural talents as a communicator. It is impossible

see the statue?” Eventually it was decided that a site at Balmaha on the banks

to calculate the number of people who were introduced to the
splendours of the Scottish countryside by Tom and we all owe him
a great deal.”

of Loch Lomond would be suitable, as Tom loved the area and, even near the
end, was able to reach it by public transport.
Apart from the amenity of a large car park, the statue would be in the vicinity
of those walking the West Highland Way, and only a stone’s throw from the

Friends Chairman James Fraser has labelled the interest in the

Oak Tree Inn where the owners, Sandy and Lucy Fraser, had agreed to keep a

statue since its unveiling as “staggering”, with large numbers of

watchful eye on it helped by a high tech security system.

visitors to the site in all weathers and many wearing Tom’s signature

The birthday arrived, the centenary of Tom’s birth, and thankfully, the rain kept

red and white toorie hat for photos.

its distance, but as I thought that a thick fog round the Clyde would prevent
many from turning up, you can imagine my delight and surprise when a crowd

The public appeal remains open to support the completion of

of about 500 developed. I was glad that their stand, amid the December cold,

improvements to the area around the statue and donations can

was enlivened by the music of Alastair McDonald and accordionist Tom McIver,

be sent to marked Tom Weir Memorial Fund to the Friends of

until the piper, Willie Park, heralded the main party toward the thoughtfully laid

Loch Lomond and The Trossachs, The Old Station, Balloch Road,
Balloch G83 8SS or online at www.lochlomondtrosachs.org

out dais.
Well known fellow writers Jimmie MacGregor and Cameron McNeish gave short
speeches before wheeching off the canvas cover to expose, amid claps and
cheers, the wonderful result of sculptor Sean’s handiwork. How he produced
such a replica of Tom without knowing or seeing his subject, I just can’t fathom!
After I’d thanked Jimmie, Cameron and all who had helped in any way, photo
sessions started, most drifted off to enjoy the soup and empire biscuits – Tom’s
favourites – that were laid on for everyone, and the Rev Fred Booth and I went
to the Oak Tree to join the rest for lunch.
There, four of us were presented with attractive miniatures of the statue,
whilst Tom McIver gave me a beautifully framed signed copy of a melody he
had composed honouring one of the “most wonderful Scotsmen ever to have
graced this planet”. Two lovely tributes I shall always treasure. Why not go
along one day and see the statue for yourself?
I would like to thank everyone who contributed to ensuring the success of
29th December 2014 and all who helped in any other way. This was a truly
memorable and joyous occasion.

Rhona Weir

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
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Since the last edition of Voice the Friends founder and President, Dr Hannah Stirling MBE and long serving
Friends Council members Frank Bracewell MBE and Jock Scott-Park have sadly passed away. They were
tireless campaigners to protect the special scenic qualities of Loch Lomond and surrounding area. They played
an important role in helping to secure National Park status for the area and were at the forefront of the
campaign to save Ben Lomond for the nation. Here we feature reflections on some of their achievements.

Contributed by Professor Gavin
Arneil who has been a friend of
Hannah’s for more than half a
century, long before her letter
to the Glasgow Herald in 1978
that led to the formation of
the Friends of Loch Lomond.
Hannah as Chairman asked him
to be her right hand man. As
Vice-Chairman, Chairman, VicePresident, Honorary Member
and Honorary Vice-President,
he was her close confidant and

Queen of Loch Lomond

colleague for 36 years.

Hannah was clearly
a woman of great
achievement whom we
all admired, respected
and helped. Born in
1914 she attended
St. Bride’s School in
Helensburgh (now
Lomond School), at
the same time helping to nurse her mother
who died when she was only 17 years old, and
looking after her younger brother and sister
in the family. She also studied at Commercial
College in Glasgow, joined the WRNS and acted
as Censor Officer for Glasgow during the war
and later at Inverary, Troon and Dunoon. In
1945 Hannah married Bill Stirling, a de-mobbed
naval surgeon and they travelled the world
widely together meeting many interesting and
important people.
In 1965 my wife June and I set out to look for a new
home in the country. A fine villa by Loch Lomond
with a shore, stone pier, and large rhododendron
garden appealed. Sadly for us that agent phoned
up to say the next client had bought it, namely a
Mr and Mrs Stirling. Yes! It was Hannah who owned
the now famous Auchendarroch Conservatory,
operational headquarters of Friends of Loch
Lomond (FOLL) for decades. The rhododendron
garden, was a favourite playground of our children
and grandchildren. Bill Stirling was a urological
consultant at Glasgow Infirmary and a close
colleague of my brother-in-law Alastair Marshall.
We appreciated the odd dram between meetings
about Loch Lomond!

The Friends of Loch Lomond
The horrendous proposals for a major hydro-electric
pumping system up Craigroyston and down Ben
Lomond with a diagonal rising road along and up the
west side of Ben Lomond and possible commercial
units at Inveruglas and on the East bank were made
public in 1978. Fury was roused. Many complained,
few did much! No such lassitude for Hannah
Stirling. She discussed this with a few of us then with
Josephine Colquhoun, sent off a fiery cross of a letter
to the Glasgow Herald suggesting a public enquiry
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Dr Hannah Stirling MBE (1914 – 2014)
and setting up a powerful protective conservation
society like the Friends of the Lake District. Electing
herself Chairman, she promptly asked me to be her
right hand man and to join her as Vice-Chairman.
Some 600 people came forward within a few months
making for major administrative problems.
The first major problem was to establish the form of
“The Friends of Loch Lomond” as it came to be named.
With only weeks to go till the foundation meeting it was
decided that the initial office bearers be nominated (by
us!). Hannah took over the Chair for seven years, then I
became the Chairman for the next 12 years.
The remaining councillors included four local district
Chairmen, two climbers, a farmer, a university
professor and an angler. These arrangements
worked well and FOLL was nationally established
and today as FOLLAT reflects credit on the whole
organisation. The second was to whether to be only
a narrow spread pressure group. It was decided
that a wide spread conservation organisation was
needed to deal with not just one problem but with a
series of problems and opportunities bound to arise
on land and the loch.
FOLL was represented by Jock Scott-Park and
I on the Secretary of State’s Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs Working Party to review tourism,
recreation and conservation issues (which was not
allowed to recommend a National Park by name)
and the same two became members of the Loch
Lomond and Trossachs Committee which led to
the development of Scotland’s first National Park.
Like Hannah we were insistent FOLL should remain
separate and be able to constructively criticise
freely. As we defeated the projected Hydro-electric
scheme many other projects were beginning.
Two of the outstanding ones are worthy of
comment, the FOLL Task Force and the Island and
Crannog survey. The government decided to help
unemployment by paying the unemployed who
wanted to learn new skills and were willing to work
for the community. FOLL was quick to organise a
work party of up to 36 people under the guidance
of Pat Alexander. A viewpoint at Duck Bay, walls
at Balloch Park, a car park, one at Duck Bay and a
safe walkway for children at Gartocharn to avoid
dangerous traffic were amongst those constructed.
This and many other projects including a
promenade path at Luss were delivered.
Hannah and I played a trick on the Minister as he

L to R: Hannah with Gavin
at the top of Ben Lomond;
Attending the Friends’
25th anniversary dinner;
Hannah and Friends
vice-president George
Boyd; Receiving her
honorary doctorate from
Strathclyde University;

officially opened the Luss walkway! We invited him
to be our guest at Duck Bay for coffee and biscuits
and then to transfer him to Luss. Little did he guess
that the object was to demonstrate the intolerable
queues on the A82/ Helensburgh crossroads. After
being jammed for a short time an accident occurred
right in front of us. “Yes Hannah, you can have a
roundabout here!” He had been warned about
Hannah and her friends!
An archaeological survey of the islands and
crannogs of Loch Lomond had never been done.
We raised the funds and appointed Fiona Baker
who did a fantastic job of three volumes, then a few
years later a follow up showing disappointingly little
progress and much deterioration.
Many other aspects were tackled. Hannah and the
members attitude towards conservation of land
caused much debate especially as several large
historic houses were progressively being damaged
by age and rot that were liable to be destroyed
and replaced by commerce. Commercial use of
the west bank of the loch was in heavy demand.
What was to become of the Bonnie Banks? It was
decided that high quality green development with
a pedestrian path the full length should be sought
and to everyone’s amazement FOLL supported the
development of three golf courses and hotels like
Cameron House, Rossdhu, and the Carrick rather
than condemning them. The Friends also fought
against housing at Drumkinnon Bay so that the site
could be developed for tourism use as Loch Lomond
Shores. These have proved a great local asset, the
Bonnie Banks are still green and at least one of the
three golf courses is internationally famous, and all
three buildings are in good state and use.
Development of paths through forest land was
handled by Charles Keracher and Munro Riddler
connecting Tarbet, Arrochar and Loch Sloy
via Inveruglas. We helped construct the West
Highland Way and Ben Lomond Path. John Brown
was a long term excellent treasurer who raised
much money and worked diligently in the shop
in Helensburgh which Hannah generously gifted
to us. We were early advocates for better and
safer power-boat legislation, seeking lifeboats
and lifejackets for all passengers, limited speeds
in certain areas, registration of boats and two
potential drivers on high speed craft. Robert the
Bruce’s tree was cleared and thoroughly manured.
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Frank (front right)
at the launch of the
panoramic viewpoint
indicators at Loch
Lomond Shores

Frank Bracewell (1929 – 2014)
Contributed by Ken McDonald, former Senior Planner at Central Regional Council,
who worked with Frank for many years and shared his passion for securing
National Park status for Loch Lomond and the Trossachs.

Care staff including Lea-Anne
Downs present a cake to mark
Hannah’s 100th birthday

It is still alive but in poor condition, so much manure was used that the shop
manager came to see! The wood which had grown around Pulpit Rock near
Ardlui was felled to give visibility to this famous landmark.
What kind of woman was Hannah Stirling to work with? All of her colleagues
were keen and cooperated well and she enjoyed working with powerful men
and women on all manner of projects! Nevertheless she was insistent in being
in support of many projects, hence when “We” is used it implies Hannah and
the Friends approved! As well as those already mentioned there were many
more who worked with her as officers and friends and cooperated well on the
committees and as members. Like me, Charles Keracher, John Brown, Findlay
McQuarrie, Robert Fraser, George Boyd, Jock Scott-Park and many others
enjoyed long spells working closely with Hannah.
It is said there are three types of women, those things happen to, those who make
things happen and those around whom things happen. Hannah must have been
blessed by all three to achieve what she has done for her finger was in every pie!
Her final years were a mixture of happiness and sorrow. Great happiness at being
able to live in the house and garden that she loved so much, sadly new long chronic
crippling illness prevented her attending all the meetings she wanted to, however
her interest in what was happening never waned and she would still contribute to
the work of the Friends providing wise counsel and regularly sponsoring projects.

Honours for Hannah and the Friends
In her capacity as President Hannah has been honoured on a number of
occasions for her contribution to conservation in the Loch Lomond area and
the work of the Friends. She was awarded the MBE by her Majesty the Queen.
She was awarded a Certificate of Commendation as the Queen Mother’s 80th
birthday award. Then in 2003 she was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by the
University of Strathclyde. Hannah has always been the first to say that these
awards to her as President are really awards to us, but she deserves these
tributes. After her Honorary Doctorate, Hannah threw a splendid party in the
library at Cameron House Hotel so that many could all join in the celebrations.
Hannah was a very active social person. She liked dancing, sailing, singing and of
course talking! She enjoyed the parties organised by Mr. and Mrs. MacFarlane at
their lovely home at Balfunning and her birthday and Christmas parties. It saddened
her greatly when she was no longer physically fit to attend these or hold them in her
house. Kate Hood, my wife June and I took on the role of calling in “accidentally”
on her birthday where Lea-Anne, her saviour in her last year had set up a birthday
lunch tray with special birthday cake and a sparkling bottle to complete! I shall
never forget the look on her amazed face when we walked in on her 100th birthday,
greeted her and admired the telegram from Her Majesty the Queen.
All of us in the Friends owe a tremendous debt to Lea-Anne, her companion and
friend who turned what would have been highly depressive years into a tolerable
life, in Hannah’s own rooms in her own house with her 50 year old view. Nor we
should forget all the carers who made such a life in and out of hospital possible.
Having the “MV Lomond Hannah” passenger boat named after her last Autumn
was a brilliant idea and shooting stars into the sky from the boat at the launch
event in front of the window from which she gazed over Loch Lomond brought
great happiness to her in the last few weeks of her long and fulfilled life.

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk

The existence of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park is due to
the efforts of many dedicated people over many decades. One of the most
significant was Frank Bracewell. His imagination, enthusiasm, determination and
persuasive powers, resulted in many successful environmental, recreational and
conservation projects, including the National Park as we know it.
After a BSc at Burnley Further Education College, Frank went to the University
of Liverpool to study town planning and became a Member of the Royal Town
Planning Institute. He moved from his first job in Cornwall to Glasgow and
then to Stirling County Council. He became Director of Planning for Central
Regional Council in 1974. James Anderson, then convenor of Central Region,
said, “Frank Bracewell discharged his duties extremely well. Every decision –
and he was wisely decisive – was geared to protecting the environment.”
Frank was fully involved in the joint management arrangements for Loch
Lomond from the 1970s. This first resulted in the designation as Regional
Park. He used all his endeavours and many contacts within government and
voluntary bodies to press for National Parks in Scotland. He was a leading
member of the National Trust for Scotland and had a key role in securing the
ownership of Ben Lomond for the nation.
Frank dedicated his life to the protection of our natural and cultural
heritage. After retirement from work, he maintained his commitment to the
environment through his involvement as an active committee member of both
the Scottish Campaign for National Parks and the Friends of Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs.
Baroness Shirley Williams was a friend of Frank and said, “He was widely
recognised among planners and country lovers as cherishing and nurturing the
national heritage, and as an outstanding champion of national parks.”
Frank lived in Drymen for many years and is survived by his wife Shirley and
one of his two sons, Peter.

Jock Scott-Park
(1929 – 2014)

Contributed by Loch Lomond farmer and National
Park Vice-Convener, Willie Nisbet who was a
longstanding friend of Jock.

Jock was one of the first members of the Friends of
Loch Lomond in 1978 and served on the Executive
Committee since the early days, right through
until 2015. He had a great passion for all things
Loch Lomond and this was reflected in his involvement in
local matters and the various bodies that preceded the National Park. He
represented farming interests on the Secretary of State’s Working Party set
up to review management issues in the area and also served on the Joint
Committee and Regional Park Board. He was a founder member of Loch
Lomond Riparian Owners Association and gave a huge amount of his time to
the problems of erosion and flooding around the loch shore associated with
the River Leven Barrier.
He could always be relied upon to take part in community life, being the first
Chair of Kilmaronock Community Council, Rhona Weir being his Secretary.
There were many things done during that time in the Gartocharn area that
were due to their efforts. Jock was of course a natural diplomat and could
always gain everyone’s respect. Being a dairy farmer, and latterly an organic
farmer, Jock was always involved in milk politics and was a regular attender of
Scottish Milk Marketing Board meetings. A natural orator Jock could ask the
questions that others were thinking, an ability he also carried to his many roles
with the National Farmers Union of Scotland over the years. An old Etonian
and graduate of St John’s College in Cambridge, Jock was a ground breaking
nutritionist, conservationist and keen piper. However, rowing was his greatest
passion and he excelled in the sport when he rowed for one of the Cambridge
University teams and just missed out on rowing at the Tokyo Olympics. He
competed successfully in top races at both Henley and Marlow.
Jock spent 63 years at Portnellan Farm at the southern end of Loch Lomond
and he always enjoyed the company of friends there, whether at birthday
parties on the lawn, or with those who just popped in. We will all miss him.
Jock is survived by one of his two sons, David, daughter, Elizabeth and
grandchildren.
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Lomond Hannah
Launch
Reflections

Camping in the Park

Jimmie Macgregor cuts the ribbon to launch
Cruise Loch Lomond’s latest passenger vessel in
honour of Friends former President, Dr Hannah
Stirling MBE which coincided with her 100th
birthday celebrations last Autumn.
Lomond Hannah sails in front of Hannah’s house
at Tarbet as taper rockets mark her milestone
birthday.
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The Friends have broadly welcomed the
Park Authority’s far reaching proposals
to tackle the problems of irresponsible
camping on busier lochshores in the
National Park with some qualifications
on the extent of proposed areas to be
covered, the areas of search for new
camping investment and the omission
of some of the more environmentally
sensitive Loch Lomond islands where there
are significant visitor pressures.
The recent consultation exercise
generated 350 responses from a
range of organisations and individuals.
Recommendations included the
introduction of extended and new
management zones, with no camping
byelaws, linked with ambitious proposals
to invest £10 million in new camping and
upgraded car park facilities. This follows
on from the success of a pilot scheme on
East Loch Lomond where there has been a
marked improvement in the quality of the
visitor experience.
The new proposals have proved to be
controversial and, while they enjoy broad
support from local communities, a number
of outdoor access groups such as Ramblers
Scotland and the John Muir Trust have
been vociferous in their objections. This
has led to a polarisation of views on
issues such as the scale and extent of the
problem, the principle of criminalising
camping over such an extensive area and
the impacts of displacement of campers
to other areas in the National Park and
elsewhere.
At the Friends we have taken what we
think is a balanced and pragmatic view
of the camping issues and recognise the
current problems require to be tackled
with a bold initiative to introduce more
lochshore management zones in parallel
with addressing historic shortages in
camping provision and taking account of
recent trends in ‘glamping’ which has seen
growth in different forms of camping over

the past decade.
However, we consider the boundaries of
the proposed management zones should
be more tightly restricted to lochshore
corridors and exclude linking areas,
nearby villages and the Forest Drive in the
Trossachs. There is also a strong case for
including some of the busier and more
fragile Loch Lomond islands in one of the
management zones with modest camping
and dry toilet provision, along the lines of
the successful current arrangements on
Inchcailloch.
We do not agree the planned £10 million
of investment in camping should be
restricted to what are often sensitive
lochshores and consider the issue of
more investment in camping should be
tackled on a Park-wide basis with the
introduction of financial incentive schemes
to encourage landowners, existing holiday
park owners and communities, and visitor
attractions with underutilised overnight
parking, to play a role in provision for
different forms of camping including tents,
camping pods and camper vans.
The Friends have also called for more
research to be undertaken when the
additional management measures and
camping investment are rolled out as
there is currently a lack of information
on the views of campers using the Park,
use of existing formal camping provision,
the viability of new facilities to cater for
campers and issues such as displacement.
We also support the case for closing some
of the loopholes in Scottish legislation
relating to irresponsible and anti-social
camping behaviour so that in future Police
Scotland has more powers available
without the need to introduce more
localised no camping byelaws which are in
danger of spreading further throughout the
National Park and other parts of Scotland.
The Friends detailed response can be
viewed online at
www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
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Park People Life Saving Support
The safety of the four million
annual visitors to Scotland’s
first National Park and the
16,000 residents who live in
the Park is at the heart of a
joint project by the Friends
of Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs and the Trossachs
Search and Rescue Team who
are working closely with local
businesses and communities
to roll out a Park-wide public
access defibrillator scheme
(PADS).
As part of the scheme 25 PADS have been purchased and installed
at key locations in local communities and at busier tourist hotspots
throughout the National Park and there are plans to increase the
level of cover to 40 over the next couple of years linked to local
community fundraising efforts and funding from the Friends of OUR
Park voluntary visitor giving scheme.
The most recent batch of PADS have been installed in Luss and
Callander where there are large concentrations of visitors and there
are plans for additional units in Aberfoyle, Gartmore, Gartocharn and
at Loch Lomond Shores, Balloch. Trossachs Search and Rescue Team
Coordinator, Stuart Bannantyne is also lobbying the National Park
Authority to purchase and install units at some of the more popular
sites they manage such as Millarochy Bay and the Duncan Mills
Slipway as well as in Park Ranger vehicles as this is considered to be
a major gap in current provision.

James Fraser, Chairman of
the Friends said: “We are
delighted our partnership
with the Trossachs Search and
Rescue Team has led to this
important life-saving initiative
being rolled out so quickly and
is helping to make the National
Park a much safer place. This
is a great initiative which is of
direct benefit to visitors as well
as residents in some of the
more popular tourist hotspots
and sparsely populated
communities where speedy access to emergency services is limited
due to the distances involved.’’
Stuart Ballantyne of Trossachs Search and Rescue Team said: “We are
delighted and fortunate to have had fantastic support of the Friends
in securing funding for numerous defibrillators in the National Park
which is the busiest outdoor recreation area in Scotland.’’
He added: “Sudden cardiac arrests are the UK’s biggest killer and it is
vital that defibrillators are easily accessible in different parts of the Park
to improve life chances. The current survival rate for out of hospital
cardiac arrest where CPR is performed is less than 5% and with readily
accessible defibrillation this can be raised to more than 50%.”

Pictured above:Members of Luss and Arden Community Council and Trossachs
Search and Rescue are pictured receiving the new defibrillator for siting at Loch
Lomond Arms Hotel, Luss

Lochside Views Project Success

The latest phase a three year
programme to open up lochside views
from the busy 22 mile stretch of the
A82 tourist route between Balloch and
Tarbet has recently been successfully
completed by Friends contractors,
Murdochs of Helensburgh.
The project was led by the Friends with
financial and technical support from the
National Park Authority. It has resulted
in some of the finest views of Loch
Lomond and Ben Lomond being opened
up again for millions of visitors to enjoy.

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk

The latest phase of works included
tree and shrub removal between the
southern entrance to Luss and Inverbeg
and also on the shoreline at the popular
Duck Bay picnic area.
This demonstration project is part of
a wider Friends Views from the Road
campaign to encourage Transport
Scotland and other bodies to focus more
attention and resources on improving
and maintaining the views from busy
scenic routes throughout the National
Park.
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Crianlarich Set to Flourish

An aerial view of the
new village bypass
under construction

Clan Colquhoun
Heritage Centre Opens

In preparation for the opening of the £5 million A82
bypass last December, steps have been taken in recent
years by Strathfillan Community Council and Strathfillan
Community Development Trust to ensure the mountain
village of Crianlarich flourishes as a tourist destination
as opposed to being best known as a West Highlands
traffic bottleneck where the A82 and A85 meet.

The Clan Colquhoun Heritage and Visitor Centre in Luss has been officially
re-opened by Sir Malcolm and Lady Colquhoun following the completion of a
refurbishment programme.

A series of ambitious proposals, including the
transformation of the lower station yard in the centre
of the village, upgrading the village toilets and the
creation of a new and improved network of footpaths,
have either been completed or are underway. There are
also plans to upgrade the railway station which is a key
staging post on the West Highland Railway as part of
the West Highland Railway Partnership that has recently
been formed to benefit from a new community rail
fund established by Abellio, the new Scotrail franchise
operator.

intertwined history of Luss, the Colquhouns and neighbouring clans.

Commenting on the completion of the new 1.3 km
bypass, Transport Minister Derek Mackay said: “This
will be welcomed by users of the A82, but also the
people of Crianlarich who are well used to substantial
levels of traffic flowing through the village, especially
during tourist season. We are also making further
significant improvements to the A82, one of Scotland’s
key roads, with the £10 million Pulpit Rock project on
Loch Lomondside already well-advanced with the new
structure now clearly visible to road users. This project
will remove traffic lights for the first time in over thirty
years. Plans are also well underway to upgrade the 17km
stretch of the A82 between Tarbet and Inverarnan.”

The lands in the Loch Lomond area have been in the Colquhoun family since
1150AD, when the lands were granted to the Laird of Luss. The Colquhouns
originated at Old Kilpatrick on the River Clyde, and through the marriage of
Robert of Colquhoun to the daughter of the Laird of Luss in 1358, the Luss
lands came into their hands.

James Fraser, Chairman of the Friends of Loch Lomond
and The Trossachs, added: “Anything that helps
improve the visitor experience in the National Park
is to be welcomed. I have been impressed by the
volunteer efforts of the local community, under the
strong leadership of John Riley, to prepare the village
for the bypass opening and there are some exciting
opportunities in the pipeline to further strengthen
Crianlarich as an appealing tourist destination with the
development of improved walking and cycling networks,
an improved railway station and further greening
initiatives.’’
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The Clan Museum is situated in Shore Cottage, the oldest cottage in Luss
thought to date back to the 17th century, in the shadow of Luss Parish
Church and overlooking Loch Lomond. The Heritage Centre is ‘a museum
in miniature’ with items to interest all age groups. The centre tells the
James Pearson, Clan Historian and Curator, said: “It is hoped the centre
will provide visitors with an insight into what makes Luss, Loch Lomond
and Scotland unique. It will also provide those with clan connections the
opportunity to learn about their history.”
Sir Malcolm commented: “The new museum will greatly add to the visitor
attractions in what is surely one of the loveliest and most visited places in
Scotland, and I welcome that. The history of the clans and the history of
Scotland are so closely intertwined as to be indistinguishable, and our aim is
to increase visitors’ awareness of that and of its relevance, not just to the past
but to the future as well.”

A number of events, in addition to the Luss Highland Games, are planned
throughout 2015 and include a re-enactment and living history group
depicting 17th century Highland raids on the Lennox on April 5th, and the
Moor & Loch Pony Show in the Autumn.
The museum is open at weekends during the quieter months of the year,
although viewings can be arranged at other times by calling 01436 860874.
It is open on a daily basis 10:00am – 5:00pm during the summer months. For
more information see www.clancolquhoun.com

Peatland Restoration
As part of the National Park’s ‘Wild Park 2020 strategy’ a
priority is the restoration of peatlands. Through Peatland
Action and funding from the Scottish Government’s Green
Stimulus Fund the National Park is working with Luss Estates
on West Loch Lomondside and SRUC’s Kirkton and Auchtertyre
farms in Strathfillan on a package of practical peatland
restoration works that will see eroded peat banks re-graded,
eroded gullies blocked and areas of bare peat re-seeded to
demonstrate the benefits of positive peatland management.
The Voice - Spring-Summer 2015
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Herald Community
Award for Balmaha
Business
Balmaha based business the Oak
Tree Inn has won many awards
over the years, but the latest
Lucy and son Ben Fraser collect the
one is particularly special. The
Community Commitment Award
‘Commitment to the Community’
award was presented to the
Fraser Family at the third annual Herald Newspaper 2014 Family Business
Awards in December.
The Fraser Family are incredibly passionate about their business, but that runs
beyond overall success and customer satisfaction as Sandy Fraser explains, “I
have always believed that as a business, if you are not part of your community,
contributing to worthwhile causes and local charities such as the Friends of Loch
Lomond and The Trossachs, you are only doing half the job”.

Scenic Route Hidden Gems
As part of a national scenic routes initiative the National Park has been working
with some bright young designers to create new and unusual viewpoints at some
of the Park’s most breathtaking locations.
If you are looking for something a little out of the ordinary visit these hidden
gems which feature new artworks at Inveruglas, Falls of Falloch, Loch Lubnaig
(south) and Loch Voil in Balquhidder Glen. Funded by the Scottish Government,
these new vistas are part of an initiative to create picturesque stopping points
to break up road trips, allowing travellers to enjoy the best vantage points near
busy tourist routes.

Five Lochs Visitor Facility Improvements
The second phase of improvements to car parks at popular sites in and around
the Trossachs are nearing completion with the upgrading of car parks on the
southern shores of Loch Venachar. The Park Authority is investing £200 000 in
improvement works to existing car parks, the creation of a new car park and
picnic site and essential erosion prevention works that should be completed by
the beginning of May 2015.
Last year the National Park invested over £1 million in car parking improvement
on Loch Lubnaigside, north of Callander and this included new toilets, a catering
kiosk and limited camping and camper van provision. The new car parks have
been very popular with over £5,000 raised from car parking fees to enable the
lochside sites to be maintained to a high standard.

New and Improved
Family Friendly Paths
Work is nearing completion on the first phase of a
£400,000 scheme, being led by the Drymen Community
Development Trust, to provide much needed
improvements to the path network between the
popular villages of Drymen and Balmaha on the east
side of Loch Lomond.
The new and improved routes will be suitable for
people of all ages and abilities, whether on foot on
bike or by horseback, weaving their way from opposite
the Buchanan Arms Hotel through Buchanan Estate
to the small village of Milton of Buchanan. A second
future phase involves upgrading the pavements
between Milton of Buchanan to Balmaha as well as
improvements to the west between Drymen and
Croftamie.
Funding for the scheme has come from SUSTRANS,
SportsScotland and Love Loch Lomond. The National
Park Authority funded the feasibility study and the
Friends of Loch Lomond and The Trossachs are helping
to fund a new leaflet to promote the pathways through
their Friends of OUR Park scheme.
To keep up to date on progress why not check out the
Drymen Community Development Trust’s Facebook
page at ‘Drymen Community’.

For Peat’s Sake…
• Peat is an organic soil that forms in cold, waterlogged conditions. This type of environment favours
the growth of mosses, especially sphagnum, which are the key species in peat accumulation.
•	Restoring peat-forming habitat previously drained or damaged ensures that the bog remains as a
long-term sink rather than a greenhouse gas source.
•	As plants die, they slowly decompose and the organic matter gradually accumulates as peat.
The formation of peat is a very slow process with average peat layer growth of 1mm per year.
• Peat depths can exceed 10 metres-10,000 years of growth.
• Nearly three-quarters of all peatlands in the UK are in a damaged state through human
activity and natural erosion by weather.

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
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he thing about spring
is that sometimes it sneaks
up on us unexpectedly,

yet in other years it seems almost
reluctant to put in an appearance at
all. Then, on the other hand, in some

animals get on with life to a regular

Nature

pattern. Thus fox and badger cubs

Breeding

years, it arrives, all smiles, nice and
early. That fickleness means that
our wildlife has to be ever vigilant,
ready to take up Nature’s challenge,
whenever it occurs. Most of our

are born much at the same time every
year irrespective of the conditions.
Young deer also arrive as regular as
clockwork, mostly in May in the case
of the smaller, woodland-based roe
and more or less a month later in the
case of the larger, largely Highland
based reds. But for the birds, life can
in some years, be distinctly tricky!
The fickleness of the seasons can
mean that often adjustments have to

Keith Graham writes
about the rich variety
of wildlife in the
National Park and
how different species
respond to changing
seasons...
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us to enjoy the spectacle provided by the
myriads of stars out there, the likes of robins
and blackbirds perhaps get a good night’s
sleep. And so generally, here they begin
their singing along with others, as dawn
breaks. As I write, that chorus is by the day,
swelling.

be made, and timings altered.
Amongst the commonest and indeed,
perhaps among the most precocious of our
birds, is the blackbird. I have a clear memory
of a pre-Christmas visit to our capital city
some years ago. In darkest December,
with Princes Street a blaze with fairy lights
and the sound of carols blurting out across
the city, all of a sudden I could hear the
unmistakable voice of a blackbird. It was
singing powerfully enough to be heard
above the piped music and indeed, above
the constant sound of traffic. Whether this
‘early bird’ caught the worm I could not
ascertain but it certainly caught the mood
of what was in that particular year, an
extremely benign winter season.
Of course the city lights
encourage birds to
sing at unusual times
of the day or night.
Recent research has
shown for instance, that
robins, resident in our
towns and cities, may
sing right through the
night, a phenomenon
triggered by the everpresent light from
streets and buildings.
One wonders if they
ever get a decent
night’s sleep. Thus here
in the Park, where by
and large we enjoy dark
night skies which allow

However, I have known blackbirds to be
lulled into a false sense of security and build
nests and lay eggs as early as in January.
Such early attempts at breeding, are not
surprisingly, seldom likely to be successful.
Despite the fact that blackbirds enjoy an
extremely catholic diet, food at that time
of the year can be pretty scarce. Thus,
such early clutches are more often than
not abandoned with the likelihood that the
female bird has to leave the nest and its
contents in order to find food, normally the
responsibility of the male, leaving the eggs
to chill and of course, fail. Blackbirds are
however remarkably resilient and so they will
in time simply repeat the process, again and
again!
This illustrates however, that timing is crucial
and you might be surprised how, in order
to survive, birds are therefore extremely
observant of things going on around them.
One of the typically ‘early’ birds in spring, is
the great tit, familiar to those who feed the
birds in their gardens but in essence, a typical
resident of old woodland, a habitat that is
quite widespread within the Park. This is the
largest of the titmice, bold and vigorous,
which if not quite as agile as say its smaller
cousin, the bluetit and more often perhaps,
seen feeding on the ground, is still a bird to
be admired for its athleticism and general
demeanour. On spring days the assertive ‘teacher, tea-cher’ call of cock great tits awakens
us to the imminent advance of the season.
And, this is a bird which, as the tide of
spring advances, has to acquaint itself with
what is going on around it. Because great
tits generally settle for a single brood of
youngsters in a season, the vital few weeks
when a family arrives is especially demanding.
Great tits don’t do things by halves. That
single brood can exceptionally perhaps,
number as many as a dozen very demanding
youngsters which bearing in mind their rapid
growth, may require the parent birds to
find and provide as many as seven to eight
thousand caterpillars in the space of two and
a half weeks!
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“...the great
tits need to be
absolutely aware
of the activity of
the moths whose
caterpillars they
will need.”

Great tit on blossom

Challenges
Great tits at the end of their
short breeding season, often
look very tired! It is immediately
obvious therefore, that it is crucial
that the birds time the production
of their youngsters to coincide with the
emergence of the caterpillars upon which
they will so heavily depend. Hence the vital
need for the great tits to be absolutely aware
of the activity of the moths whose caterpillars
they will need. Clearly, timing is absolutely
of the essence. Thus they, in company with
many other birds, must adjust their breeding
seasons accordingly. Each year therefore
presents a different challenge.
Amongst the smaller birds, there is of course,
a sense of intensity, when their eggs hatch.
It is a case of ‘all hands to the pumps!’ And
for many of the migratory birds that make
their summer homes in the Park, the task
becomes further complicated as two or even
three broods of youngsters may be reared in
a single summer. This may seem to amount
to a production line philosophy that is for
instance, followed by swallows and martins,
which often harbour ambitions to the extent
of producing three broods in a summer.
However, there are those too whose
breeding season is an altogether less frenetic
procedure. Up in the Highland parts of the
Park, golden eagles pre-empt the fickleness
of spring. Pair bonding and the selection
of nesting site for the year – generally a
choice of two or three alternatives – is
completed often by the turn of the year.
The whole process for these magnificent
raptors is spread over months rather than
days or even weeks. Incubation, a two week
exercise for the great tits, takes almost six
weeks in the case of eagles and whilst great
tit youngsters will be upwardly mobile and
indeed independent in a mere four weeks or
so, young eaglets will remain on their eyries

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk

for some twelve
weeks. Even
then they will
thereafter, remain
largely dependent
upon their parents for
food for several weeks.
Even migratory ospreys
take their time. Our hearts begin
to flutter towards the end of March when
we might expect our first osprey sightings
of the year as the first of them return to the
Park from their winter sojourn in Africa. But
once a pair have returned and re-affirmed
their bond, their energy is first devoted to
the task of re-building and re-furbishing their
eyrie before eggs are laid usually early in
May. There follows an incubation period of
around 35 days, mostly undertaken by the
female, before the youngsters begin to hatch,
followed by the most intensive period for the
parent birds, catching fish and feeding their
chicks for a further eight weeks before at last
the youngsters find their wings.

Instinct
And within a few short weeks of taking
their first flights, those young ospreys must
learn the skills of fishing themselves. Within
a matter of weeks, their parents, after such
a lengthy spell of dedication and care, will
suddenly be up, up and away, beginning
their return to Africa, usually before the end
of August. Thus the youngsters are suddenly
cast adrift, left to their own devices and
charged with the responsibility of finding
their own way to Africa! Thankfully, instinct
and a built in navigational system, is a vital
part of their make up!
Spring of course, sees departures as well
as arrivals. In early March the geese that
have wintered with us become increasingly
restless before at last they rise and en masse
fly northwards back to their Arctic breeding

grounds. Many other birds from Arctic areas
and from as far afield as Iceland, Greenland,
Scandinavia and Russia also take leave of us
whilst others, most of them from the Dark
Continent of Africa, are heading our way.
Spring is therefore a kaleidoscopic season
of movement with so many of our summer
residents seizing the opportunities presented
by our ever increasing hours of daylight as
summer progresses. Those extra hours offer
extended opportunities for them to feed the
new generations long into the evenings.
So, as this season of renewal advances,
the great panoply of wildlife that finds its
home in the National Park, becomes ever
more energetic, with new generations
created to ensure Nature’s continuity. This
outburst of energy is like a tide sweeping
in, bringing new life with each lengthening
day. By midsummer, here in these relatively
northern latitudes, our days seem almost
endless. Indeed the hours of darkness are
palpably reduced to a minimum. Thus are we
sometimes able to watch creatures such as
deer and badgers, by habit and as a matter of
security, creatures of the night, going about
their daily routines, now, if briefly, in daylight
hours.
Only as summer begins to wane does that
tide begin to lose its energy and start to ebb.
Briefly the new generations of the year will
flourish before, as the days dwindle down,
and autumn begins to signal the approaching
end of the year, they must begin to prepare
themselves for their first major challenge.
Then, survival will become their driving force.
Winter’s ending sees a new beginning as the
natural world prepares for this vital time of
re-birth. In the coming weeks and months,
all Nature’s energy will be devoted to the
process of renewal. New life will ensure a
natural continuity. In a sense, the National
Park is just beginning to begin its annual
makeover.
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Friends member, Alistair McIntyre takes us on the third of his series of outings following
the Three Lochs Way. Here he walks the 8 miles (12.5 kilometres) from Glen Fruin to Glen
Douglas. The Three Lochs way has been created by Helensburgh and District Access
Trust with funding from a range of sources including The Friends of Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs. It is one of Scotland’s nationally approved “Great Trails”.

A Walk on the Three Lochs Way
Arriving at the summit of Glen Fruin,
it’s worth taking a few minutes to
soak in the marvellous panorama the most extensive you’ll get in the
Helensburgh area from a road - look
out for the peaks of Arran. The
Gareloch is tucked away shyly at our
feet, with even the sprawling Clyde
Naval Base rendered modest by the
sheer scale of landscape.
As we head north across the busy Haul
Road, our route takes us along the
American or Yankee Road, a legacy of
World War Two. On a more romantic
theme, our whole route to Inveruglas
from this point follows more or
less the line taken by the forces of
MacGregor en route to the fateful
Battle of Glen Fruin. That we are now
in a military training area gives some
martial continuity to the story.
Before long, the village of
Garelochhead, with linking track to our
route, comes into view. As I live here,
this is the way by which I normally
come. On half of my last dozen visits,
I’ve spotted black grouse on the
stretch between here and Finnart.
Other birds to look for include hen
harrier, buzzard, short eared owl,
snipe, curlew, raven, jay and reed
bunting, to name but a few. Most
common of all are carrion and hooded

crows. There’s also a fine selection of
wild flowers.
As we proceed, the rugged outlines of
Argyll’s Bowling Green and the Saddle
loom large to the west, a reflection
of the changing geology. Look out
for a glimpse of Loch Goil and the
hamlet of Carrick to the north-west - a
bonus fourth loch, and prelude to Loch
Long. Cresting a high point, notice the
branching spur from the line of pylons,
carrying electricity from Sloy Power
Station to Cowal- the crossing high
above Loch Long is an unsung feat of
civil engineering.
Soon we pass the old Garelochhead
reservoir, and then part company with
the Yankee road, as it drops steeply
downwards, while our route continues
onwards and upwards among conifer
plantations- look out for glimpses of
tankers berthed at the Finnart Ocean
Terminal. In due course, there is a
view ahead of Glen Mallan and the
railway line. A low bridge called a
cattle creep leads us under the latter,
and alongside a burn with crystal-clear
water. Notice the ruins of Alderigan,
one of many deserted settlements
hereabouts, and inhabited until around
the late 18th century.
The Mallan burn is crossed by the
new Dave Markland Bridge, built by

Helensburgh and District Access
Trust with funding assistance from
the Friends. Our switch to the west
side of the glen provides a new
perspective, and we can take in the
sweeping ridge to our right. This is
the Fairy Hill, probably so-called on
account of the distinctive hillocklike summit- certain hill shapes were
associated with the “Wee Folk” of
myth, legend and ill-repute. However,
it’s soon back to the present with a
varied scatter of buildings large and
small below the flanks of the same
hill - part of an ammunition depot
built in 1963. A pleasant downhill
stretch leads on to the railway bridge,
where the public road crosses over,
announcing our arrival in Glen Douglas
proper.

The 57 pages of the beautifully illustrated
Three Lochs Way guidebook are packed with
fascinating information about the route. It can be
ordered online at www.threelochsway.com

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk

15

Local historian and literary expert Louis Stott provides an insight to the rich history of
the hill road that winds its way up from the village of Aberfoyle to the scenic splendours
of the Trossachs as part of the popular Trossachs Trail.

The “Duke’s Pass” is the
name given to the hill
traverse between Aberfoyle
and the Trossachs. At first
this pass would have been
a track, no doubt improved
after the opening, in about
1820, of the Bailie Nicol
Jarvie Inn in Aberfoyle.
Percy Wentworth described
it in Three Nights in
Perthshire [1821].

The descent to the valley of the
Avondhu, as the Forth is called
at Aberfoyle, is as frightfully
rugged as the ascent on the
other side of the hills. The track
of wheels is in many places
visible; but how any animal
can drag a carriage, of any
description, through these
wild passes is more than I can
readily conceive
Writing in 1824 John MacCulloch
found little to commend the pass:
It offers few temptations; except
to those who may wish to visit
this wild country on account
of its historical recollections.
There is a road, across the hills
to this latter place [Aberfoyle]:
practicable, I must not say
more, even for gigs, but in no
respect interesting.

The American gothic novelist Nathaniel
Hawthorne came over the pass in 1856.
His account of a visit in the spring of
1856 is intriguing:
We started in a drosky (a
carriage in which four persons
sit back to back, two before and
two behind) for Aberfoyle. The
mountainside ascends very
steeply from the inn door, and,
not to damp the horse’s courage
at the outset we went up on
foot. The guide book says the
prospect from the summit of the
ascent is very fine; but I really
believe we forgot to turn round
and look at it.
Further improvement followed the
development of the quarries in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century and
the opening of the Strathendrick and
Aberfoyle Railway in 1882. The work, of
considerable difficulty, was carried out
at the expense of the Duke of Montrose
and it was at this stage that the road
became known as the Duke’s Pass.
It climbed the hill above Aberfoyle
rather more directly than at present,
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and was a toll road. The old toll houses

There were strikes in protest at low

at Aberfoyle and at Loch Achray, closed

wages in the summer of 1931, but the

in 1936, are still to be seen. Even after

project which had been started in May

the arrival of motors, the pass was

1931 was completed by October 1932.

restricted to horse drawn vehicles

Great attention was paid to amenity:

and cycles, and at one time, after an

heather borders were laid out, and there

accident, even cycles were prohibited.

was a ‘hiker’s path’. Rob Roy’s ‘Well’

The pass was traversed by two coaches

near the summit was left in its original

a mare’s tail. Whatever the name means

each way.

state. The Aberfoyle Trossachs Road

the place should not be missed.

Reconstruction Scheme W. L. Gibson

As a route to the Trossachs the Duke’s

gives an account of the work.

Pass is superior in several respects

With the rapidly increasing number of

to the more conventional route from

private motorists of the nineteen-thirties

Callander. However, it does not have

the road, formerly restricted but now

supposed scenes from The Lady of

open to all, soon became a testing route

the Lake every step of the way. It is

which ordinary drivers could tackle;

the route from Glasgow rather than

it was one of the few roads in Britain

that from Edinburgh, but few authors

where hairpin bends suggestive of the

have noticed it. One unconventional

Alps could be found. The four-in-hand

visitor in this respect is Chauncey Hare

coaches were soon succeeded by motor

Townshend He crossed the Pass from

The Government sanctioned further

coaches engaged on the Trossachs Tour.

Aberfoyle to the Trossachs:

improvement of the Duke’s Road

Further improvements were made when

in 1931-32 in order to provide work

the Forestry Commission selected a

for unemployed miners. Perthshire

site for its visitor centre for the Queen

landowners opposed the scheme at first

Elizabeth Forest Park. David Marshall

on the grounds that it was a waste of

Lodge was built in 1958 and provides

public money and would lead to a loss

access to the delightful glen of the

of amenity. After some delay they were

Allt a’ Mhangan (Allt Vingen), the

compelled to acquiesce. An intriguing

tributary of the Forth which tumbles

feature of the scheme was that, in

down from Craig Vadh in two dramatic

order to make it labour-intensive, as

waterfalls. The hazards of orthography

few mechanical aids as possible were

are admirably illustrated here: James B.

to be used. The structures which were

Johnston asserts that the burn is ‘The

afterwards used as the Youth Hostels

burn with overhanging boughs’; the

at the Trossachs, and at Ledard were

Forestry Commission that it is ‘The burn

part of a camp built at the head of Loch

of the Little Fawn.’ The main waterfall

Achray to house workers.

was for long known as MacGregor’s

By 1920 the toll, nominally for the
expense of making the road, was
regarded as “a ridiculous impost”, the
cost having been met again and again.

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk

Half the horizon was filled with
mountains, tossed and tumbled
about like an ocean arrested in
its wildest rage, and the greater
part of those were flooded with
a golden mist, blending them,
like an unsubstantial pageant,
with the glories of the western
sky. Earth and heaven seemed
interfused and molten together;
while, in front of the radiance,
Ben Venue and Ben An stood
dark and frowning over the
lustrous waters of Loch Katrine
and Loch Achray. “Oh, ‘twas an
unimaginable sight!”
Descriptive Tour in Scotland 1840

Leap, but Cunninghame Graham calls it

This is a reference to Tom an-t

‘The Grey Mare’s Tail’ and, being one of

Seallaidh, watch hill, the charming

those falls notably wide at the top and

viewpoint which is easily accessible

narrow at the bottom, it does resemble

from the Pass.
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Friends of

Loch Lomond
Kiltwalk Grows
The 6,000 walkers who participated in the 2014 Glasgow to Loch
Lomond Kiltwalk raised a staggering £1.2million for Scottish children’s
charities and the Friends team of 140 walkers and volunteers played
their part in ensuring the continuing success of the event. In addition
to raising much needed cash for children’s projects in the National
Park we provided marshals for the ‘Wee Walk’ in Balloch Castle
Country Park and coordinated the Kiltwalk raffle with dozens of prizes
being donated by local businesses.
The Kiltwalk organisers have set a target of attracting 10,000 walkers
to take part in the 2015 event, which takes place on Sunday 12 April,
with new media partners, the Sunday Mail and Daily Record helping to
raise the profile of the event.

Join us for the 2015 Kiltwalk!

We are very proud to have 20 of our young people who participated
in a John Muir Award in March sign up for the ‘Wee Walk’ as part of
the team. We are also delighted to welcome Kirsty Wyllie and her
team from the Tarbet Bay Hotel who will again be walking for the
Friends team, as well as local residents from Renton and Alexandria.

If you would like to help us raise more funds for children’s causes
across the National Park by joining the Friends team either as a
walker or volunteer, or if would like to sponsor a member of the
team, please contact Andrew Galloway on info@lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk or 01389 298008. Three quarters of all the funds
raised by our team will be used to support children’s projects in the
National Park with the remaining quarter being used to support
children’s charities throughout Scotland.

Improved Facilities at Ardroy

John Muir Awards for Local Youth

A group of youngsters from Falkland Primary School in Fife
celebrate the opening of the £30,000 new conservatory
meeting and dining space at Ardroy Outdoor Education
Centre in Lochgilphead that was partly funded with money
raised by the Friends Kiltwalkers. The new facility was opened
in January and provides much needed additional space to
accommodate the 2,000 youngsters who take part in courses
at Ardroy each year.

Over the last six months, the Friends have helped provide funding
for 80 young people from the Vale of Leven to Clydebank area
to participate in a John Muir Award in the National Park. The
John Muir Award is a nationally recognised environmental award
which encourages people to connect with, enjoy and care for wild
places. By participating in the award, the young people have had
the opportunity to discover and experience the National Park - for
many, it was their first visit to Loch Lomond and the surrounding
area – as well as learn about the natural environment.
Ann:

“I liked building the bird boxes
and doing orienteering. It was
really fun and exciting”.

Chris: “It was interesting to see how
the wildlife live, I have learned
lots of new stuff”.
Paula: “We walked through the woods
and we learned that if we don’t
do something nature won’t be
there for the next generation”.

18

The Voice - Spring-Summer 2015

OUR park •

Friends of OUR park •

Friends of OUR park •

Friends of OUR park •

Friends of OUR

Recent Friends Grant Awards
As a result of our ongoing fundraising activities through the Friends of OUR Park voluntary visitor giving scheme and the Kiltwalk
it has been possible to award a number of grants to local groups to improve facilities and support initiatives that help increase
people’s enjoyment of the National Park. Here are some examples of projects supported over the last few months.

Funding Boost for Green Routes Project

Support for Aberfoyle Bike Park

The Friends have helped replace gardening tools and
equipment for the Green Routes project at Gartmore
following a break-in last summer. The project works with
around 40 young people with special needs to improve
their lives and provide employment opportunities through
horticulture. With the help of Drymen-based tool supplier
Fraser C. Robb and the Oak Tree Inn in Balmaha, the Friends
contributed £3,000 to help purchase a range of power tools,
heaters and a secure unit in which to store the equipment.
Gillian Forster of Green Routes said: “We have been
overwhelmed by the support we have received following our
call for help when we desperately needed it. Not only have
we been able to replace the equipment which was stolen, we
have also been able to purchase additional gardening and
woodworking tools. This is giving our students additional
learning opportunities which will place them in a stronger
position to gain employment, which is great!”
Through the project youngsters gain work experience and
life skills such as time keeping as a way to helping them find
employment.
“We also help them foster a sense of community and even
help some complete a horticultural qualification.”
Alice Blazy-Winning, Project Officer for the Friends said:
“We had no hesitation stepping in to help this inspirational
project. The team at Green Routes work so hard and are
extremely dedicated, helping many young people gain
essential life skills and work experience. Replacing the tools
was vital to allow them to continue their fantastic work.”

The Friends recently provided a £400 grant towards
promoting and maintaining the newly opened Bike Park
in Aberfoyle. The Bike Park comprises of 700 metres of
interlinked trails and technical features to assist in developing
off-road cycling skills, particularly for young people, before
graduating to bigger challenges found on the hundreds of
miles of cycle trails in the hills and forests surrounding the
town.
Since opening in May last year, the Bike Park has proven
hugely popular with many kinds of users including young
children on scooters, local kids and visiting families. The
legendary trials cyclist Danny MacAskill also visited recently.
The Bike Park is also well used by Stirling Cycle Hub and a
number of outdoor activity centres.
Sandy Slater of Bike Trossachs said “We are most grateful to
the Friends for their support as we continue to develop the
Bike Park. Local VisitScotland staff report a steady stream of
enquiries as to where the Bike Park is, and the Friends grant
will help meet the need for improved signage and promotion
of the Bike Park and where it is located. The money will
also be used to help maintain the trail which forms part of a
training programme for young people from the nearby Green
Routes project.”
For further information on the
Aberfoyle Bike Park go to
www.biketrossachs.org.uk
or visit their Facebook
page ‘Bike Trossachs’.

Pictured above with some of the Green Routes youngsters and
team, including Stuart Fraser (3rd left) of The Oak Tree Inn,
Fraser Robb (4th left) of Fraser C. Robb and James Fraser
(5th right) Chairman of the Friends
Right: Youngsters enjoying the Bike Park

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
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focus on local businesses

Sandy Fraser, owner of The Oak Tree Inn in Balmaha, talks
about the history of the family business on East Loch Lomond
and of their involvement with the Friends of OUR park scheme.
When we were thinking about developing The Oak

very happy to contribute the suggested £1. We are

Tree, we very much wanted to try to meet people’s

delighted our visitors have raised over £7,000 so far.

expectations, bearing in mind this was the quieter

People love asking about what the money is going

side of the loch. It was important to us not to have

towards – it is a great topic of conversation between

a duke box or pool table, for example. We wanted

staff and our customers! It is great the donations

The Oak Tree to fit the tranquil setting of East

are directly linked to projects - such as improved

Loch Lomond and to be a place where people could

footpath signage, the public-access defibrillator

chat in com fort in a character building.

and the village enhancement scheme - people look

Why Friends of OUR park?

forward to coming back the following year to see
what has happened with their contribution.

Tell us a little about the history of the
Oak Tree Inn...

We were very conscious about putting something
back in to Balmaha and the surrounding Loch

What for you is so special about Balmaha?

The story behind why the Oak Tree Inn came

Lomond area. I had visited the Lake District a few

The constantly changing amazing scenery goes

years previously and had seen the scheme in action

without saying, but for me it is also very much the

down there. I was very impressed with the positive

people who live in the village and the fact that we

impact the scheme was having. It very much

still have a thriving community here. I am also

demonstrated what could be achieved by working

very pleased that the success of the Oak Tree Inn

meal we were met with a look that said ‘we can’t

together to invest and look after the area.

has played a part in reducing the migration of

believe how bad it was!. We then thought about

People overwhelmingly want to contribute towards

young people from east Loch Lomond; some seeing

doing evening meals ourselves at Moniack our

the scheme. They look at the menu and they love that

the opportunity of a career in hospitality.

family home with the longer term view to build the

if they have a particular dish it helps with the upkeep

I am very fortunate to be able to live and work

Oak Tree Inn. There had been a tearoom in the

of the area [£1 on the sales of every ‘Clansman

in Balmaha with my family and to be part of the

1950s on the site where the Tom Weir memorial

Burger’ goes towards Friends of OUR park]. For

National Park. It’s such an exciting time to be

statue now stands.

those who are staying overnight with us, they are

involved in the hospitality business.

about goes back to when we ran a B&B business in
Balmaha in the 1980/90s. We would send guests
for evening meals to the nearby Highland Way
Hotel and when we asked if they enjoyed their

focus on volunteering

Make a Difference Days

Huge congratulations to our committed volunteer Stuart Crawford who has recently

Our October series of Make a Difference days were a huge success, with 40 volunteers

been named Volunteer of the Year by National Parks UK. The award is testament to

working together to improve the landscape for the benefit of both people and wildlife.

Stuart’s dedication to volunteering in Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park - last

Clearing over 50 bags of rubbish from the beach at Arrochar , removing 200 sitka spruce

year he put in an incredible 100 days of service. Stuart started volunteering in the

from the banks above Loch Katrine, enhancing a children’s play feature using willow at

National Park in 2009, and has regularly volunteered with the Friends since 2012.

The Lodge near Aberfoyle and removing A LOT of rhododendron at Stronachlachar were

Stuart said “To be honest the award came totally out of the

just a few of the tasks our hard working volunteers got involved in. As always, the days

blue! You don’t get involved in volunteering to get awards or

were made up of volunteers living both locally and further afield, as well as staff from local

recognition, but it was a really nice surprise! I was very pleased

businesses.

and it was a real confidence boost.”

Gary Watson of the Claymore Hotel said “The Make a Difference Days organised by the

Stuart has happy memories of visiting Luss, Rowardennan and

Friends are a great opportunity for local businesses like ours to get involved in taking active

Balmaha as a child and he was keen to get involved in voluntary

steps to improve the local environment for both visitors and residents to enjoy.

work connected to the outdoors. He had met National Park

“We were involved in last year’s event and did not hesitate in signing up to this one as well.

Rangers while out and about in the Park had thought it would be great to get involved in

The whole team felt a real sense of achievement with the work completed as part of the

helping to look after the area in the same way the Rangers do.

day, and we are now planning on adopting an area of beach in the village which we will

Stuart added “In addition to improving and looking after the area, volunteering is also a

continue to survey and remove litter from on a regular basis.”

great opportunity to meet new people, as well as explore new parts of the Park. What I

Grateful thanks to the SS Sir Walter Scott and Argyll Forest Holidays who provided breakfast

particularly enjoy about volunteering with the Friend’s Make a Difference Days, is the fact

and hot drinks for the volunteers on the day. The events were organised in partnership

there is more interaction with the local community in which you area volunteering. You

with the National Park Authority, Forestry Commission Scotland, The Countryside Trust and

meet people living and working in that particular community, and it’s great to find out

The Great Trossachs Forest.

more about how they find living in the area. I am really looking forward to the longer

We are currently planning our next series of Make a Difference Days, if you would like to get

days and getting involved in the Friends volunteer events over the coming months!”

involved, please contact Andrew on 01389 298008 or info@lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk.

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
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Renewables in the Park
There continues to be much controversy surrounding the role of renewables and in particular wind
turbines in helping to meet country’s energy needs and the Friends have successfully campaigned
to keep the National Park and the buffer zone around the Park a windfarm free zone to protect the
special scenic qualities of the area. We have consistently argued there are other ways the National
Park can contribute to meeting Scotland’s renewable targets and fortunately the National Park
Authority agree with consent being granted for 38 low environmental impact run of the river hydro
schemes in recent years.
Below we explore the energy production revolution taking place in the Park with the roll out of
run of river hydro schemes and highlight the success of the Park’s award winning approach to
renewable developments with local communities and landowners. Frank Park Chairman of Callander
Development Trust and Callander Community Hydro also describes the innovative community
approach to developing and benefitting from a hydro scheme.

The Facts & The Figures

Stuart Mearns and Gordon Watson are pictured receiving an
award for the Park’s Renewable Energy Guidance from the then
Minister for Local Government and Planning, Derek Mackay

The recent announcement by Cabinet Secretary for Business, Vince Cable that a ‘run-

•	Schemes approved – 38.

of-river’ hydro-electric scheme at the River Allt Coire Charoach near Crianlarich has

•	Schemes operational – 12.

attracted investment from a new £60m fund for green initiatives has highlighted the

•	Schemes under construction – 6.

success of the National Park Authority in encouraging this type of renewable energy

• Total output – 22.3MW.

investment. Run of the river hydro schemes are ideally suited for the scenic and rugged

•	Enough to power 17,500 homes which

landscapes of the National Park due to their low visual impact.
The Park Authority realised the potential for run-of-river hydro schemes several years
back and devised an innovative approach enshrined in its Supplementary Planning
Guidance for Renewable Energy, which attracted a commendation at last year’s Scottish
Awards for Quality in Planning.
The guidance paved the way for numerous planning applications to build hydro-electric
schemes, set off by government changes to feed-in tariffs (see the planning section of
www.lochlomond-trossachs.org)

is almost 3 times as many homes in the
Park.
•	Equal to output of 9 standard 2.5MW
wind turbines 100m high.
• The 12 that are operational are split
roughly evenly between rural estates
and farmers looking to develop new
income streams. The exception is
Callander Community Hydro.

A total of 38 applications have been granted permission and this represents a projected
investment of over £70 million in run of river hydro schemes in the National Park.

• The majority of schemes will have an
output of less than 1MW.

Callander Community Hydro
Many good ideas originate in the pub over a

and loan funding with great assistance from

couple of drinks and that is where the Callander

Community Energy Scotland. As the first

Hydro Project was conceived. A number of

community developed scheme on Forestry

local businesses were discussing ways to fund

Commission land, we were pioneers working

projects and it was agreed that harnessing the

with FCS to develop a community rent model

power of our abundant rain could be a source

and a community contract. We were required

of revenue.

to demonstrate community support and we did

In 2008 we commissioned a feasibility study via

through a ballot, in which volunteers sent 2,700

the National Park “Kit Out the Park” programme

papers to everyone on the electoral register;

connection. In 2014 a construction contract

to confirm viability, the best structure and

and what a result we achieved - 56% return and

was placed with Highland Water Works, a

funding sources. It recommended that Callander

98% in favour.

young company keen to do business with us.

Community Development Trust should lead

Our planning application was approved in 2012,

Construction started in March and completed in

as funds were more readily available to a

the team developed the business plan and

September, when we generated electricity to the

community group. Further studies mapped

secured LEADER funds for project management

grid. We developed the scheme for just under

the waterways around Callander and identified

and project specialist advisors, solicitors,

£1.7million, a tremendous effort from the team,

the Stank Burn near Loch Lubnaig as the most

technical design consultants, quantity surveyors

our partners in the project and by our project

suitable location.

and financial modelling expertise. Susan Clark

manager, who kept everyone on track.

A very enthusiastic public meeting in 2010 gave

from Great Glen Consulting was appointed

We have a lot of loans to pay back to the banks,

100% support to the Callander Hydro Project.

project manager, a key role essential to the

so our first aim is to reduce these as quickly as

Then Sue King, Paul Prescott, Bob Allen and I

success of the project.

possible. Unfortunately, this means for the first

(Frank Park) formed Callander Community Hydro

In 2013, we secured loans totalling over

few years the profit going to the Development

Ltd, a trading company wholly owned by the

£2million. We chose a Gilkes turbine, gained

Trust for allocation will be small, but ultimately

Development Trust.

our FITs (Feed-in Tarrif scheme) accreditation

we hope to return in excess £3million for

During 2011 the team secured initial grant

and got into the queue with SSE for our grid

community projects over the initial 20 years.

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk

The hydro team at the November launch
from l to r: Paul Prescott, Susan Clark,
Bob Allen, Frank Park, Sue King.
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With Sweeney’s four star tours on Loch Lomond you can enjoy
the Loch in all its seasonal beauty in style and comfort,
whatever the occasion or time of year.
Whether it’s a relaxing cruise you’re after, a ferry service,
a private charter or a fun night out with a difference,
Sweeney’s Cruises caters for all.

Call us on 01389 752376
or email: info@sweeneyscruises.com

www.sweeneyscruises.com

Ring of Breadalbane

Explorer

In 2015 the award-winning Ring of Breadalbane Explorer bus service will operate
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Sundays from Tuesday 12th May until Sunday 18th October.
The Ring of Breadalbane Explorer is a “hop-on hop-off” mini bus service for local residents and visitors.
It takes passengers through the stunning highland scenery of Breadalbane, passes through
beautiful towns and villages, and calls at major visitor attractions along the route.
The service connects Crieff, Comrie, St Fillans, Lochearnhead, Killin, Kenmore,
Acharn and Aberfeldy on a circular route, providing easy access to the area’s top tourist attractions
including the Birks Cinema, Auchingarrich Wildlife Centre, Dewar’s Aberfeldy Distillery,
the Scottish Crannog Centre and Highland Safaris.
Running both clockwise and anti-clockwise four-times daily to a scheduled timetable,
the bus offers visitors and residents the means to have a perfect day out in Breadalbane,
accommodating child buggies and well behaved dogs at no extra cost.
With their bike trailers and passing by many popular walk locations,
the two Explorer mini buses open up the area to linear walks and cycle routes
which otherwise can only be undertaken using two cars.
The average number of daily ticket sales in 2014 showed an 8% increase over 2013 and
it is anticipated there will be a further increase in popularity this year as the service becomes better known.

24

The Voice - Spring-Summer 2015

Sweeney’s Cruises
A Long Established Lochside Family Business Investing Heavily in the Future

The fourth generation of the Sweeney family run the very successful Sweeney’s Cruises passenger, charter and boat mooring business from their base in
Balloch. John and Catherine Sweeney have continued to run the business as a family affair with their three sons, John, Craig and Marc involved along with
John’s brother Ed. They have ambitious plans to expand the business with a series of cruises being introduced this year from Loch Lomond Shores for the first
time and a further investment of over £500,000 in shore-based facilities and extended berthage. Here we chart the story of Sweeney’s Cruises which now
operates a fleet of five high quality passenger boats with a capacity to cater for the thousands of passengers from all over the world they look after each year
on a mix of scheduled cruises and private charters, including a growing number of weddings and corporate events.

In the 1860s Johnny Sweeney came over from Ireland as a 14 year old and
walked to Balloch in his bare feet to save his leather shoes. He eventually
raised sufficient funds to start a small business hiring out rowing boats
from the Silk Dye Works site on the west bank of the River Leven in
Balloch. The business gradually grew and diversified into running steam
passenger launches which involved 5am starts to get the steam up in time
for cruises when visitors arrived mainly from Glasgow. Johnny also led
a protest event which was attended by around 5,000 to protect public
navigation rights in the River Leven.
John’s father took over the present site in 1964 and continued with the
family boat hiring tradition including self-drive motor boats and passenger
boats that proved to be very popular. The family, over the years, have
grown the fleet with the purchase and refitting of a number of passenger
boats taken from the Thames and Antwerp.
Since John Sweeney took over the business in the 1980s, with his wife
Catherine, he has transformed the business introducing high quality
boats suitable for catering for weddings and functions as well as prestige
travel trade groups. He has run the operation alongside his successful
grp boat building business. John is a master craftsman and a time served
wooden boat builder and over the years he has been involved in building
a staggering 600 grp loch fishing boats.
While the main focus of the business is now the operation of cruises on
Loch Lomond, John has put his boat building and woodcraft skills to good
use ensuring his passenger boats are finished to a very high standard.
This has paid off with the boats being increasingly popular with wedding
parties and corporate groups as well as day visitors and tourists.

He has also gradually involved his three sons in the business and they have
developed a range of skills to strengthen the overall operation, including
the promotion of a diverse range of cruises and charter options.
John Sweeney said: “We take great pride in being a long established
family business but we are not complacent and are continually striving
to provide high quality products and services to meet the needs of
increasingly discerning visitors and group organisers. We never stand still
and in recent years we have improved the quality of our main cruises with
the addition of larger boats to the fleet and the introduction of informative
commentaries featuring well known TV personality and historian, Neil
Oliver.
“We have plans to expand the business further and are excited about
introducing a range of cruise opportunities this year from Loch Lomond
Shores which attracts over one million visitors a year. However, we are
complementing this with a further sizeable investment in improving our
shore based facilities in the centre of Balloch with new offices, public
toilets, storage, a much needed maintenance shed and extended
berthage to support our expanding operation.”
Sweeney’s Cruises is one of the largest employers in Balloch with 25-30
staff and this will grow further with the introduction of the Loch Lomond
Shores operation and other plans for expansion.

For further details of the cruise options offered by
Sweeney’s Cruises please visit www.sweeneyscruises.com
or telephone 01389752376.

Top pic: The original Astina with Inchmurrin in background
Left: The new modern Astina majestically cruising Loch Lomond today.

Meet John and Catherine Sweeney (Owners)
John worked with his mum and dad in the business when he was a youngster but then went to serve his
apprenticeship as a wooden boat builder on Rosneath Peninsula before returning to join his mum, Mary to run
the business in the early 1980s. He and his wife, Catherine purchased the business in the mid-1980s and they
have steadily invested in expansion with new and better boats alongside a grp boat building business and
hiring marina berths. John is a Director of the Love Loch Lomond Destination Organisation and represents
passenger boat operators on the Loch Lomond Association and in his limited free time he is a keen cyclist and
skier enjoying the challenges of these invigorating hobbies. Since purchasing the business with husband John
in the mid-1980’s, Catherine has helped raise their three boys and also became more heavily involved in the
business and specialised on the catering, design and entertainment side of the business for events such as
special birthday parties, weddings and corporate meetings. Like John, in her limited spare time Catherine is a
keen skier and she also is an avid jogger having participated in numerous charity runs.

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
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Celebrating the
National Park’s
Heritage

Step back in time, not once but twice, following in the
footsteps of William and Dorothy Wordsworth while
travelling by historic steamship and classic coaches from
the 1960s!
Join the Friends on this re-creation of the Two Lochs
Tour, a journey which looks back to the very dawn of
tourism in Scotland. We will travel first by an Alexanders’
coach to Tarbet, by ferry across Loch Lomond, on the SS
Sir Walter Scott down the length of Loch Katrine finally
returning to Balloch via Balmaha by classic MacBrayne’s
bus and along the way learning of the exploits of the
Wordsworths when they travelled a similar route in much
less comfort back in 1803.

Building on the success of previous events celebrating
the National Park’s rich and diverse natural and
cultural heritage, we have organised another
interesting programme of events this year and we are
also sponsoring several other events organised by
others (see opposite). Particular highlights include
the Weirfest in Balmaha (Saturday 30th May) and
the Classic Two Lochs tour of Loch Lomond and Loch
Katrine (Wednesday 7th October) which feature
below. Both events will showcase the National Park
at its very best. Also please try and come along to
our Members meeting on the evening of Wednesday
13th May to hear a fascinating insight to the
challenges of managing and sustaining Luss Estates
which covers a vast but scenically important area on
the west side of Loch Lomond. We will be joined by
Sir Malcolm Colquhoun and his Chief Executive, Simon
Miller who are kindly hosting the meeting at their
Loch Lomond Arms Hotel in Luss.

Itinerary - Wednesday 7th October
0915

Depart by Alexanders’ 1960 bus from
Balloch

1000

Depart Tarbet on Cruise Loch Lomond
vessel for Inversnaid. Transfer by classic
MacBrayne’s bus to Stronachlachar Pier

1130

Depart Stronachlachar Pier for cruise on SS
Sir Walter Scott to Trossachs Pier

1230 	Arrive Trossachs Pier for lunch in Brenachoile
Restaurant
1400

Depart Loch Katrine on MacBrayne’s bus

1500 	Arrive Balmaha and visit Tom Weir Memorial
Statue with some free time
1600

Depart Balmaha

1630 	Arrive Balloch

Cost is just £35 and includes everything listed above
to give you a very special day out – a great bargain
and only available through the ‘Friends’. There are
just 41 spaces so book early to ensure you don’t miss
out on this unique experience!
Phone Friends Balloch office 01389 298008 to
book your place now and confirm by sending a
cheque payable to Friends of Loch Lomond & the
Trossachs.

LOCH LOMOND WEIRFEST

Scotland’s Red Toorie Hat Festival
Saturday 30th May, 2015 10.30am-4.30pm
To celebrate Loch Lomond’s great outdoors the Tom
Weir Memorial Group and Friends of Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs have teamed up to bring you this family
fun event in the village of Balmaha and with the scenic
backdrop of Balmaha Bay on the site of the popular
Tom Weir statue which commemorates ‘Scotland’s most
popular mountain man’.
There will be live music featuring Scottish minstrel
Alistair McDonald, The Mighty Sparrahawk and many
more; a variety of local craft and food stalls; cooking
demonstrations, fun competitions, outdoor displays,
storytelling and a range of other activities for all ages.
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Visitors are encouraged to come along wearing Tom
Weir’s red and white bobble toorie hat or to purchase
one on the day.
There is free parking nearby and easy access on public
transport services from Glasgow (via Balloch) and
Stirling ( via Balfron) and regular waterbus services from
Luss .
Free admission with donations to the Tom Weir
Memorial Fund to help maintain and improve the site.
For more information and regular updates visit the Tom
Weir facebook page or
www.lochlomond-trossachs.org.uk. Tel 01389 298008

The Voice - Spring-Summer 2015

EVENTS • EVENTS • EVENTS • EVENTS • EVENTS • EVENTS • EVENTS • EVENTS • EVENTS • EVENTS

SUNDAY 12th APRIL

HAMPDEN TO LOCH LOMOND KILTWALK
A charity event to raise funds to support Scotland’s
children’s charities and local projects aimed at
helping children enjoy the National Park.
WEDNESDAY 13th MAY

AGM AND TALK ON MANAGING
AND SUSTAINING A SPECIAL PART
OF LOCH LOMOND
The annual members event with a buffet meal
and guest speakers. To be held at the Loch
Lomond Arms Hotel, Luss with a buffet meal at
6.00pm followed by a short AGM at 7.30pm and
guest speakers Friends Honorary President, Sir
Malcolm Colqhuoun and Simon Miller of the Luss
Estates Company on the challenges and vision for
managing and sustaining the west side of Loch
Lomond and the Loch Lomond Islands. Please
book the buffet meal in advance (£10).
SATURDAY 30 MAY

Loch Lomond Weirfest
An outdoor celebration event with music, stalls
and other interesting goings on to raise funds
to maintain the Tom Weir Statue site. 10.30am4.30pm. Admission free with donations welcome.
See page opposite for further details.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 13-14th JUNE

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 25-27th SEPTEMBER

CALEDONIAN CHALLENGE VOLUNTEER
EVENT

CALLANDER RAILWAY FESTIVAL

An opportunity to help marshall at the Scottish
Communities Foundation event with a fee paid to
the friends for every volunteer we muster. A good
fun way to help the friends with plenty fresh air at
one of the staging points on the West Highland
Way. Sign up now!
SATURDAY 5th JULY- LUSS

HIGHLAND GAMES & FRIENDS
WELCOME TENT
Come along and enjoy one of Scotland’s oldest
Highland Games and visit our welcome tent to
meet some of the Friends trustees and volunteers.
11am-5pm-see www.lusshighlandgames.co.uk for
more details.
SATURDAY 11th JULY –SUNDAY 26th AUGUST

CALLANDER SUMMERFEST
Two weeks of music, art, textiles, films and
heritage displays at St Kessog’s in Ancaster Square
Callander. Details at www.callandercdt.org.uk.
WEDNESDAY 19th AUGUST

A LOCH LOMOND SUNSET CRUISE
Returning by popular demand this joint event
with the Lennox Literary Society provides an
opportunity to enjoy a sunset cruise and Loch
Lomond songs and ballads by local band hell
for Leather. Leaves Sweeney’s boatyard at 7pm
and returns at 9pm. Tickets £12 and booking in
advance is essential.

Celebrate Callander’s railway and Victorian
heritage in Friends sponsored festival: children’s
activities, films, exhibitions. See www.callandercdt.
org.uk for details
WEDNESDAY 7th OCTOBER

CLASSIC TWO LOCHS TOUR OF LOCH
LOMOND AND LOCH KATRINE
Enjoy a special heritage scenic tour in vintage
buses and historic passenger boats as we follow
in the footsteps of the Wordsworths. See opposite
for further details.
SUNDAY 29th NOVEMBER

CHRISTMAS AT ROSS PRIORY
a popular informal reception with musical
entertainment, craft stalls and light Christmas
fayre. More details to follow in Autumn edition of
Voice but worth making a note in your diary now.

For details of any of the above
events or making bookings please
contact Andrew Galloway at info@
lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk or
telephone 01389298008 Tuesday-Friday
between 9.30am and 4pm. Friends of
loch Lomond and The Trossachs, The
Old Station, Balloch G83 8SS

SATURDAY 11th JULY
SUNDAY 26th JULY
Two weeks of music, art, textiles, films and
heritage displays at St Kessog’s
in Ancaster Square Callander.
Details at www.callandercdt.org.uk

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
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Foundation Supporters £500 minimum
• Cameron house
Loch Lomond, Dunbartonshire, G83 8QZ
Tel: 01389 755 565 Fax: 01389 713 281
www.cameronhouse.co.uk

A magnificent baronial mansion surrounded by 100 acres of
woodland, Cameron House on Loch Lomond, blends traditional
Scottish influences with sumptuous contemporary décor to offer
guests a memorable stay in the finest surroundings. This is your
lochside Baronial mansion and much more with our Carrick resort
our 18-hole championship golf course and luxury spa.

• Tigh Mor Trossachs
Telephone: 0800 2300391
www.hpb-trossachs.co.uk

Tigh Mor Trossachs is the Scottish flagship of the Holiday Property
Bond (www.hpb.co.uk). It was formerly the Trossachs Hotel
which by 1990 had fallen into a state of disrepair. Tigh Mor was
completely renovated in 1992 and now has 76 properties, an indoor
swimming pool and extensive leisure facilities.

• Optical Express & Moulsdale Foundation
Telephone: 0800 023 20 20
email: enquiries@opticalexpress.com
www.opticalexpress.com
The Moulsdale Foundation & Optical Express are proud to support
the Friends of Loch Lomond & The Trossachs. For 35 years, the
friends have been working to protect the area’s environmental
heritage, promote it as a most special part of Scotland, and provide
for its future through a range of projects for people and for wildlife.

•	Ross Priory
Gartocharn G83 8NL 0141 548 3565

Ross Priory, on the banks of Loch Lomond, the Staff Educational
and Recreational Centre of the University of Strathclyde, is proud
to support the Friends of Loch Lomond & The Trossachs.

•	Lochs & Glens Holidays
School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW
Tel: 01389 713 713
email: enquiries@lochsandglens.com
www.lochsandglens.com

Lochs & Glens Holidays are proud to support the Friends of Loch
Lomond & The Trossachs

• Lodge on Loch Lomond Hotel
Luss, Argyll, G83 8PA
Tel: 01436 860 201 Fax: 01436 860 203
email: res@loch-lomond.co.uk
www.loch-lomond.co.uk

The 4-star Lodge on Loch Lomond Hotel has a unique lochside
setting. It offers stylish accommodation, some with en-suite saunas
and private balconies, Colquhoun’s, a 2 AA rosette restaurant with
panoramic views of the Loch and mountains and leisure facilities
with swimming pool.

•	Loch Katrine
Trossachs Pier, Loch Katrine, By Callander,
Stirling FK17 8HZ
Information and Reservations - (01877) 332000
www.lochkatrine.com

Loch Katrine - a special experience for everyone to enjoy. Cruising
Loch Katrine in the heart of The Trossachs is a special experience on the classic steamship ‘Sir Walter Scott’, or on ‘Lady of the Lake’.
Visitor amenities include lochside walks, shopping, cycle hire and
Katrine Café. Cruises depart daily (April until October), with the
first sailing at 10:30am.

•	Love Loch Lomond
email: info@lovelochlomond.com
www.lovelochlomond.com

Love Loch Lomond is a recently formed industry led Destination

Organisation that operates in the Loch Lomond, Strathendrick,
West Dunbartonshire and Clyde Sea Lochs areas. It is dedicated to
working on a collaborative basis to capitalise on the area’s strong
tourism potential.

•	Ardoch
Gartocharn G83 8ND 01389 710401
email: robert@ardoch-scotland.com
www.ardoch-scotland.com

Ardoch is an exceptional venue for business seminars and family
reunions. There are18 bedrooms and numerous meeting rooms in a
mix of traditional and contemporary spaces most of which overlook
Loch Lomond. Hire Ardoch on an exclusive basis and be assured of
total privacy. Phone Robert for details.

•	Luss Estates
Luss Estates Company, Arnburn Arden
Argyll, G83 8RH
email: estateoffice@lussestates.co.uk
www.lussestates.co.uk

One of Scotland’s greatest Estates, spanning 40,000+ acres and
eight centuries of continuous ownership by the family of Colquhoun
of Luss. Today we combine farming, forestry, tourism, property
and power generation - protecting, preserving and developing
the estate to enrich and ensure the future of the land, resources,
villages, communities and people which are at our heart.

•	Argyll Holidays
Lochgoilhead PA24 8AD 08454596412
www.argyllholidays.com

The Campbell family have developed quality holiday parks and
hotels in seven stunning scenic locations in Argyll with a number
in, or close to, the National Park. They are all easily accessible
and just within an hour from Glasgow. As part of their growing
emphasis on green and active holidays, Argyll Holidays are
delighted to be supporting the work of the Friends of Loch Lomond
and The Trossachs.

Business Plus Supporters £250 minimum
• The Oak Tree Inn Balmaha
Glasgow, G63 0JQ Tel: 01360 870 357
email: info@oak-tree-inn.co.uk
www.oak-tree-inn.co.uk
Family run inn on east side of Loch Lomond adjacent to
WHW, serving good food all day with bunk, standard and
deluxe accommodation available

• The Winnock Hotel
The Square, Drymen, Loch Lomond, G63 0BL
Tel: 01360 660 245
email: info@winnockhotel.com
www.winnockhotel.com
The Winnock Hotel in Drymen is the perfect choice for
everything from a delicious bar meal through to a fun-filled
party-night, ceilidh or special event.

•	Best Western Buchanan Arms
Hotel and Spa
23 Main Street, Drymen, Glasgow G63 0BQ
Tel: 01360 660 588
email: info@buchananarms.co.uk
www.buchananarms.co.uk
One of the finest and most popular small hotels in Loch
Lomond and the Trossachs, with a character and charm
which sits peacefully and calmly with the qualities of its
surroundings.

• Cruise Loch Lomond
The Boatyard, Tarbet. Loch Lomond, G83 7DG
Tel: 01301 702 356
email: enquiries@cruiselochlomond.co.uk
www.cruiselochlomond.co.uk
Experience the serenity of the bonnie banks through the
winter on award winning cruises - Rambler; Explorer;
Rob Roy Discovery, Ben Lomond Hike. From Tarbet, Luss,
Inversnaid, Balmaha, Rowardennan.

•	Sweeney’s Cruises
Balloch, Loch Lomond, G83 8SS
Tel: 01389 752 376
email: info@sweeneyscruises.com
www.sweeneyscruises.com
Scottish Tourist Board 4-star tours on Loch Lomond. All
cruises have live commentary, bar and toilet facilities. Open
7 days a week all year round.

•	Balmillig B & B
64B Colquhoun St, Helensburgh, G84 9JP
Tel: 01436 674 922
email: anne@balmillig.co.uk
www.balmillig.co.uk
Superb 4 star accommodation minutes from the National
Park’s southern edge. An environmentally committed
business also offering bespoke guided tours – day walking
and mountain guiding.

•	Lochside photography
2 Hamilton Street, Dumbarton, G82 2AD
Tel: 01389 733 888 Mobile: 07836 261956
email: h.hall@lochsidephotography.co.uk
www.lochsidephotography.co.uk
Wedding photography for all budgets, high quality press,
corporate, and landscape photography founded on many
years experience in tourism and the Loch-Lomond area.

• Callander Enterprise
email: cal-ent@incallander.co.uk
www.twitter.com/incallander
www.incallander.co.uk
Callander Enterprise is dynamic business group with
ambitious objectives to benefit the entire business community
in the area. The 200+ members cover the largest settlement
within the National Park

Business Supporters £100 minimum
• Poppies Hotel & Restaurant
Leny Road, Callander FK17 8AL
Tel: 01877 330 329
www.poppieshotel.com

•	The Kilted Skirlie
Ben Lomond Way, Loch Lomond Shores, Balloch
G83 8QPTel: 01389 754 759
www.kiltedskirlie.co.uk

• Venachar Lochside
Loch Venachar, Callander FK17 8HP
Tel: 01877 330 011
www.venachar-lochside.co.uk

• MAID OF THE LOCH
The Pier, Pier Road, Balloch G83 8QX
Tel: 01389 711865
www.maidoftheloch.com

• Wheels CYCLING CENTRE bikes / hire
Invertrossachs Rd, Callander, FK17 8HW
Tel: 01877 331 100
www.scottish-cycling.com

• Paul Saunders
Photography
7 Gartness Court Drymen, Glasgow G63 0AX
Tel: 01360 661029
www.paulsaundersphotography.com
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• The Myrtle Inn Holiday Cottage
Tel: 01877 330 919 Mobile 07703838800
myrtleinn@btconnect.com
New on the self-catering list - cottage sleeps up to five, only a
few minutes from all the shops with a handy Spar even closer
and a brand new coffee shop opening in May!

•	Deepstream Design
Coach House Cottage, Station Rd, Rhu G84
Tel: 07795 156681 pyko@me.com
Coming from an experienced blue-chip background.
Deepstream offer a full range of graphic design services.
Friends supporters receive a 15% discount on first project.

•	Loch Lomond Seaplanes
PO Box 26613, Helensburgh G84 9YG
Tel 01436675030
info@lochlomodseaplanes.com
Fly in a luxury seaplane back to the halycon days of travel
with a first class seat over the most magnificent landscape
in the world. Take off from the romantic shores of Loch
Lomond. Discovery tours from £129 to £169. Flight
vouchers make the perfect gift.

Would you like to become
a Friends supporter?
Please contact us today...

Friends of Loch Lomond and
The Trossachs
The Old Station, Balloch
Alexandria G83 8SS
Telephone: 01389 298008
Email: info@
lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk

• Forest Holidays
Argyll Forest and Strathyre Tel 08451308223
www.forestholidays.co.uk
•	Ashtins Aromatics
Loch Lomond Shores, Balloch.
Tel:01389 720888 www.ashtins.co.uk
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Support the Friends Work and make a Difference
Help us by becoming a member of the Friends or donating today. Buy our new DVD providing fascinating insights to the lives
of Park people and what is so special to them about the National Park. A range of other DVDs and informative guides are also
available. Support our efforts in the knowledge every penny is reinvested in protecting the special qualities of Scotland’s first
National Park.
A Track Record of Achievement over 35 Years
For over 35 years we have been working to protect, promote and provide for this special part of Scotland that extends to 720 square miles and
embraces precious mountains, lochs and landscapes made famous by writers and artists over many hundreds of years. The area is enjoyed by large
numbers of visitors and locals each year and to ensure everyone can continue to enjoy and celebrate the special landscapes of Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs we need your support.
There are a number of practical ways you can support our efforts and make a difference:

Becoming a member for a modest
£20 – use the form below and not
only help fund our work but add the
huge value of your
name behind all we
are striving to do for
Loch Lomond and
The Trossachs

Purchase Friends Merchandise
Buy a copy of our new Celebrating
Park People DVD or
or one of our
informative
publications as a gift
for a friend or a
relative.

Make a donation many of our
members do this each time they
renew, adding £10 or so to their
cheque and this gives us the funds to
fight the dreadful proposals for wind
farms with 100 metre high turbines
all around the Southern edge of Loch
Lomond, or you can just make a one
off donation at any time.
Just donations can help us to...

n
n
n
n
n

n
n
n
details. If you prefer you can send us an email
us at info@lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk or
phone us on 01389 298008 with the details of
your order and we will get back to you within a
couple of days. Further details of membership
rates and benefits can be seen on
www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk

plant a native tree with protective tubing and stake – for £12
or help replace one of the great old trees blown down in the
winter storms around Loch Lomond and the Trossachs for £50
sponsor a red squirrel feeding station & feed for £25
restore or create a metre of footpath for £45
help a child’s life chances with an inspiring environmental and
outdoor activity for £40

I am interested in becoming a Friends member- please contact me
I am interested in volunteering opportunities
I would like to make a donation of £ ....................
I would like to order:

To help make a difference please tick the
relevant boxes below and complete your

Volunteer for a day we organise
a range of litter pick-ups and other
activities in the National Park –
register with us and we’ll let you know
what opportunities to keep this place
special are coming up!

n
n

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs Scenic DVD £9 plus £2.00 P&P

n
n

The Islands of Loch Lomond Historical Guide £5.00 plus £1.50 P&P

Discover Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Guide
£9.99 plus £1.50 P&P

Celebrating Park People & Their Stories DVD £9 plus £2.00 P&P

YOUR DETAILS
Payment details

Name ...........................................................................................................

I enclose a cheque (payable

email ............................................................................................................

to ‘ Friends of Loch Lomond &

Address ........................................................................................................

the Trossachs’) for the sum of

................................................................. Post Code ................................

£............................

Contact tel. no. ...........................................................................................

email info@lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk

Please return completed form with any cheque/remittance to:
Friends of Loch Lomond & The Trossachs, The Old Station, Balloch, Alexandria G83 8SS
If you require a receipt please enclose a SAE

www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
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A Trossachs Treasure -The Steamship Sir Walter Scott
A special way of enjoying the magical scenic qualities of the Trossachs
is on board the famous steamship Sir Walter Scott which has plied
the waters of Loch Katrine in the heart of the Trossachs for over 100
years.
Named after Scotland’s much loved poet and author Sir Walter Scott
who played a major role in putting the Trossachs on the tourist map,
the iconic 115 year old steamship continues to be one of Scotland’s
most treasured visitor attractions. It is the highlight of the signposted
Trossachs Trail that winds its way between Callander and Aberfoyle.
Built by Denny Bros at Dumbarton, the steamship’s journey to Loch
Katrine was not easy. She was meticulously dismantled before being
transported by barge to Inversnaid on Loch Lomond and then by
horse drawn carts to Stronachlachar where she was rebuilt and first
sailed on the 1st April 1900.

The steamship has undergone a number of changes over the years,
including a new passenger saloon, and although still powered by her
original 1898 Mathew Paul triple expansion steam engine, her new
boilers, replaced in 2007 use environmentally friendly bio-fuel.
Season after season, the Steamship Sir Walter Scott, which provides
full disabled access and facilities, continues to welcome cyclists,
hikers, families and other visitors on board, to enjoy the stunning
scenery of Loch Katrine. The tales and legends of the loch are
brought vividly to life by the knowledgeable and experienced crew.
Sailings depart daily from Trossachs Pier. Please check www.
lochkatrine.com for sailing times and prices and remember to take
along the advert opposite to ensure you benefit from the Voice
readers special 20% discount on fares. Make a sail on the Sir Walter
Scott a ‘’must do’’ leisure trip this year.

Venachar Lochside

...unique, beautiful, serene

We’re passionate about seasonal, local and freshly prepared food.
Award winning homebaking, Brodie’s tea and coffee 10.00-17.00
Soups, sharers, specials and delicious main courses 12.00-16.00.
Evening meals served at the weekend from Easter.

Functions, weddings, parties and private dining.
Keep up to date with our #yearoffoodanddrink plans by visiting
our facebook page.

From Easter weekend - brand new gift shop featuring local ‘Scotland’s Best Restaurant 2014’ - Scottish Baking Awards
artists, jewellers, photographers and crafty people!
Taste our Best 2014/2015 - Visit Scotland

Loch Venachar, Callander, FK17 8HP
30

01877 330011

www.venachar-lochside.co.uk
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Sailings
throughout
the year
Home of the Steam

A SPECIAL *20% DISCOUNT
TO READERS OF THE VOICE
There has never been a better time to enjoy
a cruise on Loch Katrine - just bring this advert along
to receive this special 20% discount offer.

• Classic Steamship Cruises on Sir Walter Scott
(Sailings commence 28th March 2015)

• Legends of the Loch Cruise on the Lady of the Lake
(Sailings commence 23rd May 2015)

• Walking and Cycling on the shores of Loch Katrine
• Lochside Dining in the Brenachoile Restaurant
• Katrine Gifts - Souvenirs & Crafts • Katrinewheelz - Cycle hire
• Borg Grech Photography

Trossachs Pier, Loch Katrine, By Callander, Stirling FK17 8HZ
Tel: 01877 376315/6 • Email: enquiries@lochkatrine.com
www.lochkatrine.com
* 20% Discount offer is not valid in conjunction with any other offer. Valid until 03-01-16.
www.lochlomondtrossachs.org.uk
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